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Passage 1 
 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, after America won its freedom 

from British rule. The document was drafted by Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin 

Franklin among others. 

excerpt from The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

 

 

     We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable
1
 Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
2
 

it, and to institute new Government. . . 

 
1. impossible to take away or give up 

2. put an end to 
 

Passage 2 

The Gettysburg Address 
by Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

     Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that "all men are created equal." 

     Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those who died here, that the 

nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate
1
—we can not hallow

2
, this ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 

note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here. 

     It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before us —that, 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; 

that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people by the 

people for the people, shall not perish
3
 from the earth. 

 
1. declare to be sacred 



2. to respect greatly 

3. disappear  

1. Which of the following topics is discussed only in passage 2?  

 

A. The American Revolution 

 

B. The Civil War 

 

C. the need for war 

 

D. the importance of human rights 

 
(1)   By the age of six the great composer Mozart was an accomplished performer on 
the clavier, violin, and organ, and was highly skilled in sight-reading and improvisation. 
Five short piano pieces composed at the age of six are still frequently played. In 1762, 
at the age of six, Mozart left on a concert tour through the courts of Europe. During this 
period he composed numerous works, including sonatas, a symphony, and two operas. 
At the age of 13, he was appointed concertmaster to the archbishop of Salzburg. 
 
(2)   Although the great composer Mozart had an unsuccessful career, lived largely in 
poverty, and died young, he ranks as one of the great geniuses of Western civilization. 
His large output shows that even as a child he possessed a thorough command of 
musical composition and an original imagination. Mozart's creative method was 
extraordinary: His manuscripts show that he almost invariably thought out a complete 
work before committing it to paper. His music combines an Italian taste for clear and 
graceful melody with a German taste for formal ingenuity.  

2. What comparison can be made between the two paragraphs?  

 

A. Both focus on Mozart's childhood. 

 

B. Both seem to be critical of Mozart. 

 

C. Both analyze a part of Mozart's life. 

 

D. Both focus on Mozart's financial situation. 

 
Passage 1 

The Making of the Statue of Liberty 
 

     The Statue of Liberty is a huge monument in the United States of America that is located on 

Liberty Island in New York City. The statue shows a clothed female figure holding a torch. The 

female stands for the Roman goddess of Liberty and the torch stands as a symbol of knowledge. 

This statue was built in the nineteenth century. In 1865, a French politician named Edouard de 

Laboulaye came up with the idea of building a statue for the United States to represent its spirit 

of liberty and freedom. He felt that this statue would honor the friendship between the United 

States and France, and it would serve as a gift to the United States on its hundredth anniversary 

of independence. French sculptor Auguste Bartholdi also agreed with Laboulaye's plan. In 1870, 

Bartholdi started designing the statue. The arm of the statue, which held the torch, was 



constructed in 1876 and the head and shoulders of the statue were constructed in 1878. The 

whole statue was completed and assembled between 1881 and 1884. The Statue of Liberty was 

finally unveiled in 1886. 

 

 

Passage 2 

The Statue of Liberty 
 

     The beautiful and imposing Statue of Liberty is a famous tourist attraction in New York City. 

The statue weighs around 450,000 pounds and is 111.6 feet tall. The total height of the statue 

from the base to the top of the torch is 305.6 feet. Many years after the initial construction was 

complete, a new torch was built. This torch was covered in sheets of pure gold. There are 154 

steps from the base of the statue up to its head. The face of the statue measures 8 feet in length. 

On the crown of the statue are seven rays, which represent the seven continents. Broken chains 

lie at the foot of the statue. These broken chains represent freedom from oppression and 

domination.  

3. How are the passages structured differently?  

 

A. 
Passage 1 uses a compare/contrast structure, while passage 2 uses a problem/solution 

structure. 

 

B. Passage 1 uses a descriptive structure, while passage 2 uses a compare/contrast structure. 

 

C. 
Passage 1 uses a problem/solution structure, while passage 2 uses a chronological 

structure. 

 

D. Passage 1 uses a chronological structure, while passage 2 uses a descriptive structure. 

 
Passage 1 
 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, after America won its freedom 

from British rule. The document was drafted by Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin 

Franklin among others. 

excerpt from The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

 

 

     We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable
1
 Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
2
 

it, and to institute new Government. . . 

 
1. impossible to take away or give up 



2. put an end to 
 

Passage 2 

The Gettysburg Address 
by Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

     Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that "all men are created equal." 

     Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those who died here, that the 

nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate
1
—we can not hallow

2
, this ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 

note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here. 

     It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before us —that, 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; 

that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people by the 

people for the people, shall not perish
3
 from the earth. 

 
1. declare to be sacred 

2. to respect greatly 

3. disappear  

4. In passage 2, Lincoln speaks about the sacrifices made by the brave soldiers and says that it is 

the duty of the people to  

 

A. honor the fallen by fighting bravely in the war like the soldiers who lost their lives. 

 

B. honor the fallen by putting an end to the war and live in peace with others. 

 

C. honor the fallen by ensuring the survival of a democratic government. 

 

D. honor the fallen by preserving the land on which the soldiers sacrificed their lives. 

 
Passage 1 

Tisquantum 

 

     Tisquantum, better known as Squanto, was a Native American from the Patuxet tribe 
who lived in the area that became known as Plymouth. He is a well-known person in the 
history of the Pilgrims. However, Tisquantum's story does not begin with the Pilgrims. In 
1614, a man named Thomas Hunt was on a trade expedition to North America with 
Captain John Smith. Hunt captured a group of Nauset and Patuxet Native Americans, 
including Tisquantum. He locked the natives below deck and sailed them to Spain. Hunt 
sold several of the natives into slavery before Spanish friars took the rest of them into 
custody. The friars instructed the natives in the Christian faith. 



     Meanwhile, the Nauset and Patuxet tribes were furious about the kidnappings. They 
became very hostile to visitors. The Nauset and Patuxet stopped trading with the 
English and the French. In 1617, a group of Nauset natives attacked a French ship and 
burned it. 
     From 1618 to 1619, the natives' hostility toward Europeans took a backseat to the 
outbreak of disease. Some historical documents describe the disease known as 
smallpox. Others describe the disease known as tuberculosis. It is possible that both 
smallpox and tuberculosis were responsible for the deaths of all the Patuxet in the area 
and for the deaths of many other natives in the surrounding region.  
     Tisquantum made his passage to England where he learned to speak English. John 
Slaney, an Englishman, employed Tisquantum and sent him on a journey to 
Newfoundland where he met Thomas Dermer. Dermer realized that Tisquantum was a 
valuable resource because he could serve as an interpreter for the English and the 
natives. Tisquantum returned to England with Dermer a year later. In 1619, Tisquantum 
returned to his homeland with Dermer. Tisquantum discovered that his village had been 
abandoned. He went to search for survivors and found Massasoit and Quadequina, the 
heads of the Wampanoag Confederation. They told him that his village had been wiped 
out by disease. 
     In 1620, the Pilgrims settled in the area where Tisquantum's Patuxet village had 
been. Tisquantum befriended the Pilgrims and helped them survive in the new land.  
 

Passage 2 

The Adventures of Tisquantum 

by Memory Stay 
 

     In 1614, I was captured by a greedy white man and taken to Spain. Then, I was 
rescued by a Spanish friar. After that, I sailed to England where John Slaney, a wealthy 
Englishman, employed me and taught me to speak English. Slaney sent me on a 
voyage to Newfoundland where I met Thomas Dermer. Dermer and I became good 
friends. He asked me to speak to the natives for him and tell him what they said in 
return. It was good. I helped make peace between the white men and the native people. 
     Dermer took me back to England but promised to return me to my homeland. He 
made good on his promise. In 1619, I was back in my village. But my Patuxet tribe was 
gone. The huts were falling to the ground. My heart tore in half because of the 
disappointment. I searched for my people for days on end. Finally, I found Massasoit, 
the chief of the Wampanoag Confederation. He told me that every last member of my 
tribe was dead except for me. Disease had spread and killed everyone. I wept bitterly as 
the halves of my heart shattered into many, many pieces.  

5. How are the two passages different?  

 

A. One is told from Tisquantum's viewpoint, and the other is told from Dermer's viewpoint. 

 

B. 
One is an essay on the mistreatment of the natives, and the other is an essay about their 

savagery. 

 

C. One includes descriptions of only true events, and the other includes descriptions of only 



imaginary events. 

 

D. 
One is an informative piece on historical events, and the other is a made-up personal 

account of life events. 

 
(1)   By the age of six the great composer Mozart was an accomplished performer on 
the clavier, violin, and organ, and was highly skilled in sight-reading and improvisation. 
Five short piano pieces composed at the age of six are still frequently played. In 1762, 
at the age of six, Mozart left on a concert tour through the courts of Europe. During this 
period he composed numerous works, including sonatas, a symphony, and two operas. 
At the age of 13, he was appointed concertmaster to the archbishop of Salzburg. 
 
(2)   Although the great composer Mozart had an unsuccessful career, lived largely in 
poverty, and died young, he ranks as one of the great geniuses of Western civilization. 
His large output shows that even as a child he possessed a thorough command of 
musical composition and an original imagination. Mozart's creative method was 
extraordinary: His manuscripts show that he almost invariably thought out a complete 
work before committing it to paper. His music combines an Italian taste for clear and 
graceful melody with a German taste for formal ingenuity.  

6. What contrast can be made between the two paragraphs?  

 

A. These paragraphs focus on completely different subjects. 

 

B. Paragraph 1 focuses on music; paragraph 2 focuses on money. 

 

C. Paragraph 1 focuses on Mozart's life; paragraph 2 focuses on Mozart's music. 

 

D. Paragraph 1 focuses on Mozart's childhood; paragraph 2 looks back at his life. 

 

Passage 1 

Rachel Carsonadapted from the Library of Congress 

 

     In January 1958, Rachel Carson received a letter from her friend Olga Owens Huckins. 

Huckins lived in an area of Massachusetts where the state was trying to get rid of mosquitoes. 

They had used planes to spray a mixture of fuel oil and DDT (a pesticide, which is something 

that kills pests such as insects, weeds and rodents) all over the area around Huckins' home. DDT 

was supposedly harmless but, the morning after the spraying, Huckins found several of her 

favorite birds dead outside her house. And the spraying did not even kill all of the mosquitoes; in 

fact, that summer there were more of them than ever before. Huckins asked Carson if she knew 

someone in Washington D.C. who could help prevent future spraying.  

     Carson had been hearing about DDT since a Swiss chemist discovered it could be used to kill 

insects in 1939. To many people, DDT seemed like a miracle substance. Farmers were excited 

about saving their crops from pests. Doctors and others were excited about saving people's lives 

by killing disease-carrying insects. But to Carson, DDT appeared to be dangerous to all living 

creatures.  



     The more Carson found out about DDT and other pesticides, the more she realized that she 

needed to help stop future spraying. Carson decided to write a book about pesticides. She said, 

"There would be no future peace for me if I kept silent." She called her book Silent Spring.  

     Carson had spent her life studying, observing, and writing about nature. She was a trained 

biologist and a talented writer who knew how to present scientific information in compelling 

stories. Before Silent Spring, she had written other books from the perspective of fish, birds, 

islands, and oceans. Carson knew that all things in nature exist in a delicately balanced 

ecosystem. In Silent Spring, Carson wrote that although the ecosystem can adjust to changes, it 

needs time. Carson believed that people in the 1950s were using pesticides carelessly. Nature did 

not have time to adjust, wrote Carson, because so many pesticides had been used in such large 

quantities in such a short time.  

     Carson wrote that pesticides should be called "biocides" because they killed many living 

things, both bad and good. Although she was alarmed by acute pesticide poisoning (like Huckins' 

dead birds), she was even more concerned about the slow poisoning of plants, animals, and 

people from pesticides. To make her point, she wrote the first chapter of Silent Spring as a fable 

about a town. In the fable, the town is a wonderful place until everything and everyone—the 

animals, plants, insects, and people—slowly starts to get sick and then die. She ends the fable by 

saying that although the town is not real, the fable is based on a collection of true stories. Each of 

the tragedies had already happened somewhere because of pesticides.  

     Carson wrote Silent Spring to educate regular people about the dangers of pesticides. She 

asked, "How could intelligent beings seek to control a few unwanted species by a method that 

contaminated the entire environment and brought the threat of disease and death even to their 

own kind?" She hoped that by bringing together scientific facts and presenting them in 

understandable language, she could stop the fable from becoming a reality. 

Passage 2 

Joe Hirsch: Stay-at-Home Dad 
 

     When Joe Hirsch and his attorney wife Andrea had a baby, they had to make some changes. 

They tried sending their new daughter Eden to day-care, but quickly found that daycare hours did 

not work well with their schedule. Because Andrea made more money, it was decided that Joe 

would take on a new role as "stay-at-home dad." 

     As recently as 25 years ago, such an arrangement where the father stays at home was almost 

unknown in Western countries. In recent years, "stay-at-home dads" are becoming more common 

and accepted. In fact, in many parts of the U.S., "stay-at-home dads" have dads' playgroups 

available. These groups allow their children to do activities with children of other "stay-at-home 

dads." 

     Because of financial strain, not every family can do what the Hirsch family did. Since Joe quit 

his job and decided to stay at home with the kids, the Hirsch family income has dropped by 25%. 

Some days Joe manages to squeeze in paid work as a freelance producer, but most of his days are 

spent as "Daddy." Still, Joe is happy to help and be with his family in this way. Stanley 

Greenspan, a nationally known child psychiatrist, says that parents giving their time to children 

is one of the most important things they can do for their kids. "Daddies can't sit on the sideline 

anymore," Greenspan adds. And Eden Hirsch couldn't agree more.  



7. In what way are the passages "Joe Hirsch: Stay-at-Home Dad" and "Rachel Carson's Silent 

Spring" alike?  

 

A. They are both nonfiction. 

 

B. They are both fictional. 

 

C. They are both about farming. 

 

D. They both talk about the importance of family. 

 
Passage 1  

The Family Restaurant 
 

     My father picked over every ingredient. They had to be of the utmost quality, finest texture 

and exquisite taste. As the crates for the daily delivery streamed in, he would pick out the ripest 

fruit and vegetable, take a hard bite and thoroughly chew. Once each crate was sufficiently 

inspected, he would allow the drivers and delivery boys to leave. 

     This was the scene every morning at our restaurant. My father would take the list of the fresh 

ingredients and formulate a menu from family recipes handed down through many generations. 

He would increase or lessen the needed measurements according to how much of each crate of 

produce was on hand. He didn't even look up from his handmade cookbook to speak. "Kwan, 

please inventory the food and then tidy the dining area." 

     "Okay papa," I swiftly answered. Luckily, I had my headphones turned down. 

     The Saturday lunch crowd was gathering outside as I straightened out the last tablecloth when 

I noticed Alma standing outside the door. She went to my high school, but we barely talked. She 

has been outside our restaurant for the past three weekends. She would stop our customers, but I 

never had a chance to hear the exchanges. She was committed to many extracurricular activities, 

so I assumed she was working on her latest pet project. However, my father was growing tired of 

her persistence, though no customers were convinced to leave. "Kwan, go see what that girl is 

doing here again," my father stated impatiently. 

     As I went outside, Alma met my downtrodden gaze and quickly scurried away with her head 

down. I came back inside and told my father what had happened, avoiding what would have been 

an awkward conversation. 

     The following weekend Alma returned shortly after the restaurant opened. I tried to avoid 

noticing her presence, but I knew if father saw her, I would once again be required to go and ask 

her to leave the premises. I took a deep breath and decided to preemptively take on the task. 

Alma didn't notice me coming out this time as her back was to the door. As I walking up, I 

overheard her conversation with Mr. Blake, a regular customer who owns the cleaners across the 

street. "…and if you have any jobs available for me, please call. Thanks for your time." 

     I froze in place, wondering how to handle the situation. Then it occurred to me all the extra 

work I had been pulling at the restaurant, going as far as to becoming father's sous chef. Mother 

was concerned it was interrupting my studies, and even father had to agree despite my good 

grades. 

     So I took the opportunity to make an impression—both on Alma and father. "Excuse me, 

Alma. I'm sorry, I didn't mean to eavesdrop…" 

     "I'm sorry, Kwan. I know I shouldn't loiter," said Alma suddenly. 

     "Oh no, I was just wondering if you would like a job at my family's restaurant? We could go 



in and talk to my father," I offered. 

     "I don't want to impose and there is no 'Help Wanted' sign outside," Alma replied. 

     "We need the help. And it's at least worth a shot." 

     Alma agreed and we went in to ask father. He looked perplexed and then grinned happily. 

"Yes, of course! Can you start immediately?" 

     Alma was taken aback, but readily accepted. My father praised me later for taking initiative 

and never turning away someone in need. As for me, I was happy because it was the start of my 

lifelong friendship with Alma.  

 

Passage 2  

The Better Eggs 
 

     David was very proud of his chickens. He owned six chickens, and he worked hard to keep 

them healthy. Every day, he gathered their eggs. When he had a dozen eggs, he sold them to his 

aunt, who lived next door. Aunt Meg enjoyed helping young David, and he liked learning how to 

work hard and earn money. David's friend Jake did not like the chickens. He was jealous that the 

chickens liked David and helped him make money. David offered to let Jake help him collect 

eggs for part of the money Aunt Meg gave David, but Jake always said no. Eventually, David 

stopped asking. 

     One day, David took a dozen eggs to sell to Aunt Meg. She smiled at him, but shook her 

head, saying, "I'm sorry David. Your friend Jake came by with some eggs yesterday, so I bought 

his. I will buy yours next time." 

     David nodded, but inside he was fuming. He ran over to Jake's house and asked him where he 

got the eggs. Jake said, "I got them from my dad's chickens. Your aunt liked my eggs better than 

yours, because I sold them to her cheaper. I am going to be the one making money now!" 

     David stood in shock for a minute. Then, he turned away and shouted, "You're a bad person, 

Jake! I offered to help you, and now you go behind my back! Stay away from me! You're no 

friend of mine!" 

     With that last remark, David raced home. He could not believe Jake, and promised himself he 

would never speak to Jake again.  

8. How are Kwan in "The Family Restaurant" and David in "The Better Eggs" alike?  

 

A. They both work at a restaurant. 

 

B. They both work hard at their jobs. 

 

C. They both get good grades at school. 

 

D. They both understand the value of money. 

 
Passage 1 
 

     Midas was the King of Phrygia. He was extremely proud of his wealth, and though he lived a 

life of luxury, he was greedy for more. One day, he was granted a wish by the god Dionysus, and 

in his greed for wealth, Midas asked that whatever he touches be turned to gold. Dionysus 

granted Midas his wish, and for a while, Midas was very happy with his new power. However, 

he soon realized that he could not eat or drink because everything he touched turned into solid 



gold. Miserable, Midas began to regret his greed for gold and prayed to Dionysus to take away 

his cursed power. Dionysus answered Midas' prayer, and Midas learned to be content with what 

he had. 

 

Passage 2 
 

     Arachne was a skilled weaver who created the most beautiful works of art with her loom. Her 

reputation spread far and wide, and people from all parts of the world would gather to watch her 

weave. Arachne was very proud of her skill and was greedy for more praise and attention. She 

began to boast that she was the best weaver in the whole world. When Athena, the Goddess of 

Wisdom, heard this, she visited Arachne. Athena was a skilled weaver herself, but Arachne 

insulted the goddess by claiming to be even better at weaving than she was. Enraged, Athena 

challenged Arachne to a weaving competition. They both began to weave, and all those who 

were watching, marveled at the skill of both weavers. However, although Arachne's work was 

beautiful, it could not be compared to Athena's creation. Finally, as a punishment for her folly, 

Athena turned Arachne into a spider.  

9. How are the two stories different?  

 

A. 
In passage 1, Dionysus gifts Midas the power to turn things to gold; in passage 2, Athena 

gifts Arachne the ability to weave. 

 

B. 
In passage 1, people are envious of Midas' wealth; in passage 2, people admire Archane's 

weaving skill. 

 

C. 
In passage 1, Dionysus punishes Midas by taking his gift away; in passage 2, Athena 

punishes Arachne by turning her into a spider. 

 

D. 
In passage 1, Midas realizes his foolishness on his own; in passage 2, Arachne is punished 

by a goddess for her foolishness. 

 
Passage 1 

Wow, the Hill Looks Bigger from up Here 
 

         Elissa was exhausted when she reached the top of the hill. The thought of skating 
down scared her, but she had to do it. Riding a skateboard down Hospital Hill was 
something that a person had to do in order to prove that he or she was a real 
skateboarder. The other skaters did not take her seriously because she was a girl. She 
knew that not skating down Hospital Hill would be another strike against her. 
         She couldn’t afford to get another strike, so she dropped her board to the ground, 
placed one foot near the nose, then kicked with the other. As she slowly rolled over the 
crest of the hill, she wondered if the boys would believe that a girl had the guts to skate 
down the hill by herself. She could only imagine what her dad would say if he knew 
what she was doing. 
         She was halfway down the hill, and she didn’t see any cars approaching the 
intersections between her and the bus stop. Nor did she see the manhole cover that 
was sticking up out of the street. One of her front wheels hit the manhole cover. The 



board flew out from underneath her and she hit the street, sliding across the asphalt. 
Her legs felt like they were burning. She was silent. The pain was so severe that she 
could not even cry. She could only wonder when it would stop.  
         She stopped sliding, got up, and ran to get her skateboard before she looked up 
and saw a crowd gathered around her. From the back of the crowd, she heard a familiar 
voice say, “There’s going to be plenty of time for those legs to heal when you’re 
grounded.” As the crowd hushed, she saw her dad’s face. She didn’t know how he got 
there. She didn’t know how long she would be grounded. All she knew was that the 
boys would have to take her seriously now. 
 
Passage 2 

I’m Not a Baby, and I’ve Been Sitting All My Life 
 

          “Why do I need a babysitter?” My voice might have been higher than usual, but I 
wasn’t whining. I was declaring my independence. My mom had a hard time taking me 
seriously. I did not know why. I was 11 years old, a “young adult.” When was the last 
time you heard of a “young adult” having a babysitter? How was I supposed to become 
“responsible” if I wasn’t encouraged to learn to be responsible?  
         I eventually convinced my mom to let me stay by myself. I wanted to prove to her 
that I was serious about taking on more responsibility. I was going to show her I was 
responsible by not doing anything stupid while she went to the movies and to the 
grocery store.  
         After she left, I called my friend Zack and told him to come over. When he arrived 
at my house, I told him that my mom wasn’t home. As soon as I said “My mom left me 
home alone,” he began running around like a maniac. As Zack came out of the kitchen, 
he caught the sleeve of his jacket on the edge of my mom’s Elvis Presley statue, 
sending it crashing to the floor. The shattered remains of the Elvis statue were 
everywhere.  
         I was speechless. Zack was not. He was on the phone with the store from which 
my mom bought the statue. I heard him scream, “You want $250 for it?” into the phone. 
I then heard somebody respond to his question by saying, “$250 for what?” It was my 
mom. She came home to get her wallet.  
         That afternoon my mother took me to see Divine Secrets of the Ya-Ya Sisterhood 
and then to the grocery store, where she spent an hour teaching me how to pick out the 
best fruits and vegetables. Needless to say, my actions proved to her that I was not as 
responsible as I thought I was. Whether or not I will be taking a babysitter to senior 
prom has yet to be determined.  

10. In Passage 1, Elissa is skateboarding down the hill to  

 

A. make it to her bus stop in time to catch the bus to her house. 

 

B. show her father that she is very serious about skateboarding. 

 

C. see if she can get all the way down the hill without wrecking. 

 

D. prove to a group of boys that she is a real skateboarder. 



 
Passage 1 
 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, after America won its freedom 

from British rule. The document was drafted by Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin 

Franklin among others. 

excerpt from The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

 

 

     We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable
1
 Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
2
 

it, and to institute new Government. . . 

 
1. impossible to take away or give up 

2. put an end to 
 

Passage 2 

The Gettysburg Address 
by Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

     Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that "all men are created equal." 

     Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those who died here, that the 

nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate
1
—we can not hallow

2
, this ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 

note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here. 

     It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before us —that, 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; 

that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people by the 

people for the people, shall not perish
3
 from the earth. 

 
1. declare to be sacred 

2. to respect greatly 

3. disappear  



11. In passage 1, what do the authors mean when they say that Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of 

Happiness are "unalienable Rights?"  

 

A. Only governments decide whether these rights should be given to people. 

 

B. These rights are special and can only be given to a few people in the country. 

 

C. These rights are more important than others. 

 

D. Every human being deserves these basic rights. 

 
(1)   The Senate passed a $1.35 trillion tax cut package Wednesday, the biggest tax 
reduction in 20 years. The measure, which lowers all income tax rates, now goes to a 
House-Senate conference committee, where congressional and White House 
negotiators will wrangle over the size and timing of the tax cuts. In the final tally, 62 
senators voted for the bill and 38 voted against it, with 12 Democrats joining all 50 
Republicans in support. 
 
(2)   Sometimes one's enemies can be one's best friends. That's what Cuban President 
Fidel Castro must be thinking as Senators Jesse Helms (R-N.C.) and Joseph 
Lieberman (D-Conn.) introduce legislation to allocate $100 million in aid to Cuban 
opposition groups, with the objective of fostering democracy in Cuba. What can they be 
thinking? Castro has parlayed 42 years of hostility and intervention from Washington 
into an unshakable lifelong hold on power in Cuba. He has stared down nine U.S. 
presidents—Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson, Nixon, Ford, Carter, Reagan, Bush, 
Clinton—and is working on his 10th. He has outlasted his Kremlin patrons, and even 
Mexico's durable system of one-party rule.  

12. What contrast can be made between the two paragraphs?  

 

A. Paragraph 1 is an opinion piece; paragraph 2 is a news story. 

 

B. Paragraph 1 is a news story; paragraph 2 is an opinion piece. 

 

C. Paragraph 1 is critical of the Senate; paragraph 2 is critical of Fidel Castro. 

 

D. Paragraph 1 is about politics; paragraph 2 is about war. 

 
Passage 1 

excerpt from An Address before the Young Men's Lyceum of Springfield, Illinois 

January 27, 1837 
by Abraham Lincoln 

 

     Here, then, is one point at which danger may be expected. The question recurs, how shall we 

fortify against it? The answer is simple. Let every American, every lover of liberty, swear by the 

blood of the Revolution never to violate in the least particular the laws of the country, and never 

to tolerate their violation by others. As the patriots of seventy-six did to the support of the 

Declaration of Independence, so to the support of the Constitution and the Laws let every 

American pledge his life, his property, and his sacred honour; let every man remember that to 



violate the law is to trample on the blood of his father, and to tear the charter of his own and his 

children's liberty. Let reverence
1
 for the laws be breathed by every American mother to the 

lisping
2
 babe that prattles

3
 on her lap. Let it be taught in schools, in seminaries

4
, and in colleges. 

Let it be written in primers, spelling-books, and in almanacs. 

 
1. respect 

2. to speak childishly 3. to continuously talk about something 

4. a school for training religious leaders 
 

Passage 2 

excerpt from The Meaning of the Flag 
by President Woodrow Wilson 

 

     This is Flag Day, but that only means that it is a day when we are to recall the things which 

we should do every day of our lives. There are no days of special patriotism. There are no days 

when we should be more patriotic than on other days. We celebrate the Fourth of July merely 

because the great enterprise
1
 of liberty was started on the fourth of July in America, but the great 

enterprise of liberty was not begun in America. It is illustrated by the blood of thousands of 

martyrs who lived and died before the great experiment on this side of the water. The Fourth of 

July merely marks the day when we consecrated
2
 ourselves as a nation. The benefit of a day like 

this is merely in turning away from the things that distract us, turning away from the things that 

touch us personally and absorb our interest in the hours of daily work. 

 
1. a project or activity that involves more people 

2. dedicated toward a sacred purpose  

13. In passage 1, the narrator says that the reverence of laws should be taught in schools, 

colleges, and seminaries to  

 

A. explain the value of freedom to the younger generation. 

 

B. communicate the importance of the Declaration of Independence. 

 

C. show the younger generation the importance of the Constitution. 

 

D. inspire students to obey their elders and teachers. 

 

14. Both passages deal with the theme of  

 

A. cultivating love and brotherhood toward one another. 

 

B. the need for dedicating a special day to love the nation. 

 

C. the need for enforcing new and strict laws for the development of the country. 

 

D. valuing and honoring the sacrifices of the people who lost their lives for the country. 

 
Passage 1 
 



The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, after America won its freedom 

from British rule. The document was drafted by Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin 

Franklin among others. 

excerpt from The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

 

 

     We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable
1
 Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
2
 

it, and to institute new Government. . . 

 
1. impossible to take away or give up 

2. put an end to 
 

Passage 2 

The Gettysburg Address 
by Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

     Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that "all men are created equal." 

     Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those who died here, that the 

nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate
1
—we can not hallow

2
, this ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 

note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here. 

     It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before us —that, 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; 

that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people by the 

people for the people, shall not perish
3
 from the earth. 

 
1. declare to be sacred 

2. to respect greatly 

3. disappear  

15. Passage 1 is from the Declaration of Independence and passage 2 is a speech delivered by 

Abraham Lincoln. Both passages explore the theme of  

 

A. human equality. 



 

B. the struggle for freedom. 

 

C. the importance of peace. 

 

D. women's rights. 

 
Passage 1 

What Causes Air Pollution? 
 

     Air pollution refers to pollution of air due to the presence of harmful gases. Polluted air is 

harmful to humans, animals, and plants. Air gets polluted due to a number of reasons, including 

both man-made and natural causes. Some of the natural causes of air pollution are naturally-

occurring forest fires and volcanic eruptions. However, human activities are definitely the main 

cause of air pollution. Today, almost everyone uses vehicles for transportation. Burning of fuel 

in vehicles emits poisonous gases such as carbon monoxide and sulfur dioxide, which pollute the 

air, making it unfit to breathe. Factories and industrial plants continuously release poisonous 

gases into the atmosphere, and this has a serious impact on people's health over a period of time. 

 

Passage 2 

Preventing Air Pollution 
 

     Human activities are the major cause of air pollution. Hence, people must do all they can to 

fix this problem. Vehicles on the road release gases that pollute the air. People should try to use 

alternate modes of transport to reduce the number of vehicles on the road. Using public transport, 

carpooling, walking, and cycling are effective methods to reduce air pollution. People should 

also make sure that their cars use the right kind of technology that reduces production of 

poisonous gases. Using clean and renewable sources of energy, such as wind, water, and solar 

energy, also reduces the possibility of air pollution from burning fuels.  

16. How are the passages structured differently?  

 

A. Passage 1 uses a descriptive structure, while passage 2 uses a compare/contrast structure. 

 

B. 
Passage 1 uses a problem/solution structure, while passage 2 uses a chronological 

structure. 

 

C. Passage 1 uses a cause/effect structure, while passage 2 uses a problem/solution structure. 

 

D. 
Passage 1 uses a compare/contrast structure, while passage 2 uses a problem/solution 

structure. 

 
Passage 1  

The Family Restaurant 
 

     My father picked over every ingredient. They had to be of the utmost quality, finest texture 

and exquisite taste. As the crates for the daily delivery streamed in, he would pick out the ripest 

fruit and vegetable, take a hard bite and thoroughly chew. Once each crate was sufficiently 

inspected, he would allow the drivers and delivery boys to leave. 

     This was the scene every morning at our restaurant. My father would take the list of the fresh 



ingredients and formulate a menu from family recipes handed down through many generations. 

He would increase or lessen the needed measurements according to how much of each crate of 

produce was on hand. He didn't even look up from his handmade cookbook to speak. "Kwan, 

please inventory the food and then tidy the dining area." 

     "Okay papa," I swiftly answered. Luckily, I had my headphones turned down. 

     The Saturday lunch crowd was gathering outside as I straightened out the last tablecloth when 

I noticed Alma standing outside the door. She went to my high school, but we barely talked. She 

has been outside our restaurant for the past three weekends. She would stop our customers, but I 

never had a chance to hear the exchanges. She was committed to many extracurricular activities, 

so I assumed she was working on her latest pet project. However, my father was growing tired of 

her persistence, though no customers were convinced to leave. "Kwan, go see what that girl is 

doing here again," my father stated impatiently. 

     As I went outside, Alma met my downtrodden gaze and quickly scurried away with her head 

down. I came back inside and told my father what had happened, avoiding what would have been 

an awkward conversation. 

     The following weekend Alma returned shortly after the restaurant opened. I tried to avoid 

noticing her presence, but I knew if father saw her, I would once again be required to go and ask 

her to leave the premises. I took a deep breath and decided to preemptively take on the task. 

Alma didn't notice me coming out this time as her back was to the door. As I walking up, I 

overheard her conversation with Mr. Blake, a regular customer who owns the cleaners across the 

street. "…and if you have any jobs available for me, please call. Thanks for your time." 

     I froze in place, wondering how to handle the situation. Then it occurred to me all the extra 

work I had been pulling at the restaurant, going as far as to becoming father's sous chef. Mother 

was concerned it was interrupting my studies, and even father had to agree despite my good 

grades. 

     So I took the opportunity to make an impression—both on Alma and father. "Excuse me, 

Alma. I'm sorry, I didn't mean to eavesdrop…" 

     "I'm sorry, Kwan. I know I shouldn't loiter," said Alma suddenly. 

     "Oh no, I was just wondering if you would like a job at my family's restaurant? We could go 

in and talk to my father," I offered. 

     "I don't want to impose and there is no 'Help Wanted' sign outside," Alma replied. 

     "We need the help. And it's at least worth a shot." 

     Alma agreed and we went in to ask father. He looked perplexed and then grinned happily. 

"Yes, of course! Can you start immediately?" 

     Alma was taken aback, but readily accepted. My father praised me later for taking initiative 

and never turning away someone in need. As for me, I was happy because it was the start of my 

lifelong friendship with Alma.  

 

Passage 2  

The Better Eggs 
 

     David was very proud of his chickens. He owned six chickens, and he worked hard to keep 

them healthy. Every day, he gathered their eggs. When he had a dozen eggs, he sold them to his 

aunt, who lived next door. Aunt Meg enjoyed helping young David, and he liked learning how to 

work hard and earn money. David's friend Jake did not like the chickens. He was jealous that the 

chickens liked David and helped him make money. David offered to let Jake help him collect 



eggs for part of the money Aunt Meg gave David, but Jake always said no. Eventually, David 

stopped asking. 

     One day, David took a dozen eggs to sell to Aunt Meg. She smiled at him, but shook her 

head, saying, "I'm sorry David. Your friend Jake came by with some eggs yesterday, so I bought 

his. I will buy yours next time." 

     David nodded, but inside he was fuming. He ran over to Jake's house and asked him where he 

got the eggs. Jake said, "I got them from my dad's chickens. Your aunt liked my eggs better than 

yours, because I sold them to her cheaper. I am going to be the one making money now!" 

     David stood in shock for a minute. Then, he turned away and shouted, "You're a bad person, 

Jake! I offered to help you, and now you go behind my back! Stay away from me! You're no 

friend of mine!" 

     With that last remark, David raced home. He could not believe Jake, and promised himself he 

would never speak to Jake again.  

17. How are the plots of "The Family Restaurant" and "The Better Eggs" different?  

 

A. 
In the first story, the main character gets angry at his father; in the second story, the main 

character gets angry at his aunt. 

 

B. 
In the first story, the main character gets good grades; in the second story, the main 

character gets poor grades. 

 

C. 
In the first story, the main character hates his job; in the second story, the main character 

loves his job. 

 

D. 
In the first story, the main character gains a friend (Alma); in the second story, the main 

character loses a friend (Jake). 

 
Passage 1 
 

The Declaration of Independence was adopted on July 4, 1776, after America won its freedom 

from British rule. The document was drafted by Thomas Jefferson, John Adams, and Benjamin 

Franklin among others. 

excerpt from The Declaration of Independence 
July 4, 1776 

 

 

     We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed 

by their Creator with certain unalienable
1
 Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the 

pursuit of Happiness.—That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, 

deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed, —That whenever any Form of 

Government becomes destructive of these ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish
2
 

it, and to institute new Government. . . 

 
1. impossible to take away or give up 

2. put an end to 



 

Passage 2 

The Gettysburg Address 
by Abraham Lincoln 

November 19, 1863 

 

     Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upon this continent, a new nation, 

conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that "all men are created equal." 

     Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so 

conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle field of that war. We 

have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a final resting place for those who died here, that the 

nation might live. This we may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate—

we can not consecrate
1
—we can not hallow

2
, this ground—The brave men, living and dead, who 

struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little 

note, nor long remember what we say here; while it can never forget what they did here. 

     It is rather for us, the living, we here be dedicated to the great task remaining before us —that, 

from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the 

last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain; 

that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the people by the 

people for the people, shall not perish
3
 from the earth. 

 
1. declare to be sacred 

2. to respect greatly 

3. disappear  

18. What does the Declaration of Independence say about people's relationship with their 

government?  

 

A. People have the right to replace any government that does not protect their interests. 

 

B. The government has absolute power over people at all times. 

 

C. The government should be changed and improved periodically. 

 

D. People have the right to elect a government with members of their choice and preference. 

 
Best Foot Forward 
by c.safos 
 
On a day like this, 
     where it rains cats and dogs, frogs and locusts, 
     where all the eyes seem to move where you move, 
     where everything you hear seems to involve your name,
I walk into the camp 
and pretend that everyone's attention is directed 
at the mountains that hang in the distance behind me 
     like thoughts in a comic book 
and not at me as I am slouching something awful. 



Behind me, my foot drags, and I'm in a rush. 
 
They call me Frankenstein because 
     my sole  
is bigger on my right boot than my left. 
But I'm no monster unless I miss a meal. 
Then I'm as unbearable as a pebble in a sandal. 
And because all my days are like this  
I won't let them goad me with pitchforks or fire. 
I'll keep walking past the stares and above whispers 
and as my right foot tries to keep pace 
I'll carry it all behind me one step at a time. 

 

 
 

Back Home 
by c.safos 

 
     Sandra walked into her homeroom class. Actually, it wasn't her homeroom class. Her 
homeroom class was back in Philly, with all her friends, with people she had grown up 
with, with people she had known all her life. 
     This place could have been a foreign country. No one was familiar. Everyone stared 
at her as if she was speaking another language. She heard kids snicker. Some 
whispered. 
     Even the teacher seemed different from all the teachers she had ever known. Mr. 
Paulson was his name. It was odd for her to have a male teacher since all the teachers 
she had in Philly were women. 
     Her heart pounded in her chest like a cricket in an empty coke can. She thought the 
beating could be heard over each step she took to the front of the room. Mr. Paulson 
had asked her to go to the front of the room to introduce herself to the class. When she 
finally reached the front, she could barely look out at the rest of the class. They were all 
wearing red shirts with the school's name and logo. That was another thing Sandra 
hadn't been prepared for, school uniforms. Back in Philly, she could have worn anything 
she wanted, but here at Mt. Falls, everyone wore the same thing. She just knew what 
the kids were thinking—she's too good to wear a uniform; she thinks she's better than 
us! 
     She blurred her eyes intentionally, so she wouldn't have to look at them closely. She 
was scared she'd read their lips. Just as she started to speak, someone laughed. It 
threw her off, and she couldn't even remember her name. Immediately, her face turned 
as red as the shirts of her classmates. Then, she realized she wasn't blurring their faces 
out intentionally—she couldn't adjust her eyes back to normal. It was too late, and she 
teetered forward and fainted. 
     When she awoke in the nurse's office, she thought it had all been one bad dream. 
Then, she saw Mr. Paulson. It was all real. Suddenly, her eyes blurred again.  

19. How are the settings in "Best Foot Forward" and "Back Home" different?  



 

A. Both the poem and the story take place in a campsite in the wilderness. 

 

B. Both the poem and the story take place during the middle of class in a new school. 

 

C. 
The setting of the poem is a campsite in the wilderness; the setting of the story is in a 

school. 

 

D. 
The setting of the poem is in a school; the setting of the story is a campsite in the 

wilderness. 

 

20. Which of the following is true of both "Best Foot Forward" and "Back Home"?  

 

A. Both have brave characters. 

 

B. Both are about female characters. 

 

C. Both have the same setting. 

 

D. Both deal with personal conflict. 

 


